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B ig Rapids - Stella Mae VanWestrienen, 93, of Rodney, passed away Sunday,

March 8, 2020, at Altercare of Big Rapids.
She was born July 17, 1926, in Big Rapids, the daughter of Fred and Lenna

(Fenstermacher) Schippa, and graduated from Big Rapids High School in 1944.  In

1952, Stella married Richard L. "Dick" VanWestrienen, who preceded her in death in
2012.

Stella was a longtime member of St. Peter's Lutheran Church.  She was an avid
quilter, and enjoyed knitting squares for afghans for veterans' hospitals.

Stella is survived by four children, Mary Lou Chidester of Fairborn, OH, Larry ( Jen)

VanWestrienen of Phoenix, AZ, Bette Belic of Marquette, Sue Ann Adamczak of
Buckley; 6 grandchildren; 5 great-grandchildren (with one more on the way); and

several nieces and nephews.  She was preceded in death by 2 brothers, Norm and
Fred Schippa.

Graveside services will be held in the Martiny Cemetery in Rodney later this spring. 

Memorial contributions in Stella's name may be made for St. Peter's Lutheran
School.  Care and arrangements are entrusted to the Mohnke Funeral Home in Big

Rapids.
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KG Karen Gamble Gussert posted:

Dear Van Westrienen Family, our Gamble Family sends our condolences to your family. May God'

love and peace surround you now.

April 17 at 8:00 PM

JG Jane Can Westrienen Gross posted:

So sorry to hear of your mother's passing. I'm sure that you will miss her very much. My God bless

her and welcome her home.

March 11 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Stella by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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